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INFANT-BAPTISM, 


A 


Part and Pillar of- Popery. 
4 
1 called upon, in a public manner, to give 
proof of what I have ſaid concerning infant- 
baptiſm, in a preface to my reply toMr. Clarke's 
Defence, &c. or to expunge it. I readily agree to 
the former, and ſhall endeavour to explain myſelf, 
and defend what I have written; but it will be pro- 
per firſt to recite the whole paragraph, which ſtands 
thus: The Pædobaptiſts are ever reſtleſs and uneaſy, 
endeavouring to maintain and ſupport, if poſſible, 
their unſcriptural practice of infant-baptiſm ; though 
it is no other than a pillar of popery ; that by which 
Antichriſt has ſpread his baneful influence over many 


nations; is the baſis of national churches and worldly 


eſtabliſhments ; that which unites the church and 
world, and keeps them together; nor can there be a 
full ſeparation of the one from the other, nor a 
thorough reformation in religion, until it is wholly 
removed : And though it has ſo long and largely 
obtained, and ſtill does obtain; I believe with a firm 
and unſhaken faith, that the time is haſtening on, when 
infant-baptiſm will be no more practiſed in the world; 
when churches will be formed on the ſame plan they 
were in the times of the apoſtles z when goſpel- doctrine 
and diſcipline will be reſtored to their primitive _— 
an 
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and purity ; when the ordinances of baptiſm and the 
Lord's ſupper will be adminiſtred as they were firſt 
delivered, clear of all preſent corruption and ſuperſti- 
tion ; all which will be accompliſhed, when“ The 
Lord ſhall be king over all the earth, and there ſhall 
be one Lord and his name one.** Now the whole of 
this conſiſts of ſeveral articles or propoſitions, which 
I ſhall re- conſider in their order. 

I. That infant - baptiſm is a part and pillar of pope- 
ry; that by which Antichriſt has ſpread his baneful 
influence over many nations : I uſe the phraſe infant- 
baptiſm here and throughout, becauſe of the common 
vſe of it; otherwile the practice which now obtains, 
may with greater propriety be called nfant-ſprink- 
ling. That, unwenten traditions with the Papiſts are 
equally the rule of faith and practice, as the holy 
ſcriptures, will not þe doubted of by any converſant 
with their writings. The council of Trent afſerts (a), 
that Traditions reſpecting both faith and manners 
orally delivered and preſerved ſucecſſively in the ca- 
tholic church, are to be received with equal affection 
of piety and reverence as the books of the Old and 
New Teſtament ;** yea the Popiſh writers prefer tra- 
ditions to ſcripture. Bellarmine ſays (6), ** The 
Seripturcs without tradition, are neither ſimply ne- 
ceſſary, nor ſufficient, but unwritten traditions are 
neceſſary, Tradition alone is ſufficient, but the ſcrip- 
tures are not ſufficient.““ Another of their writers (c) 
aſſerts, that The authority of ecclꝭ ſiaſtic traditions 
is more fit than the {eriptures to aſcertain any thing 
duubtful, even that which may be made out from 
ſcripture 3 fince the common opinion of the church 
and cccleſiaſtical tradition are cicarer, and more open 


and 

(a) Seſf 4. Decret. de canon. ſcript. (5) De Veibo 

Dei c. 4. fa 1. 6 (c) Piphius apud Rivet, Cathol. 
Orthodox. "Ilia, 1. qu, 6. P. 99. 
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and truly inflexible; when, on the contrary, the ſcrip- 
tures have frequently much obſcurity in them, and 
may be drawn here and there like a noſe of wax; 
and, as a leaden rule, may be applied to every im- 
pious opinion.“ Bailey (d) the Zeſurt, thus expreſſes 
himſelf, I will go further and ſay, we have as much 
need of tradition as of ſcripture, yea more ; becauſe 
the ſcripture miniſters to us only the dead and mute 
letter, but tradition, by means of the miniſtry of the 
church, gives us the true ſenſe, which 1s not had 
diſtinctly in the ſcripture ; wherein, notwithſtanding, 
rather conſiſts the word of God than in the alone 
written letter ; it is ſufficient for a good catholic, if 
he underſtands it is tradition, nor need he to enquire 
after any thing elſe:“ And by tradition, they mean 
not tradition delivered in the ſcripture, but diſtinct 
from it, and without it; unwritten tradition, apo- 
ſtolical tradition, as they frequently call it; not de- 
livered by the apoſtles in the ſacred ſciiptures, but 
by word of mouth to their ſucceſſors, or to the chur- 
ches: That we may not miſtake them, Andradius 
tells us, That of neceſſity thoſe traditions alſo mult 
be believed, which can be proved by no teſtimony 
of ſcripture:“ And Petrus à Seto (till more plainly 
and openly affirms ; It is, ſays he, a rule intallible 
and catholic, that whatſvever things the church of 
Rome believeth, holdeth and keepeth, and are not 
delivered in the ſcriptures, the fame came by tradi- 
tion from the apoſtles ; alſo all ſuch obſervations and 
ceremonies, Whoſe beginning, author, and original 
are not known, or cannot be found, out of all doubt 
they were delivered by the apoſtles (e). This is what 
is meant by apoſtolic tradition. 
Now the eſſentials of popery, or the peculiarities 
of it, are all founded upon this, even upon apoſtolic 
and 
() Apud ib. p. 142. (e) See the Abſtract of the Hi- 
Rory of Popery, part ii. p. 252, 253. 
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and eccleſiaſtic tradition; this is the Pandora from 
whence they all ſpring; this is the rule to which all 
are brought, and by which they are confirmed; and 
what is it, be it ever ſo fooliſh, impious and abſurd, 
but what may be proved hereby, if this is admitted 
of as a rule and teft ? It is upon this foot the Papiſts 
aſſert and maintain the obſervation of Eaſter, on the 
Lord's day following the 14th of March, the faſt of 
Quadrageſima or Lent, the adoration of images and 
relicks, the invocation of ſaints, the worſhip of the 
ſign of the croſs, the ſacrifice of the maſs, tranſub- 
ſtantiation, the abrogation of the uſe of the cup in the 
Lord's ſupper, holy water, extreme unction or the 
chriſm, prayers for the dead, auricular confeſſion, ſale 
of pardons, purgatory, pilgrimages, monaſtic vows, 

&c. 
Among apoſtolical traditions infant-baptiſm is 
to be reckoned ; and it is upon this account it is 
leaded for. The firſt perſon that aſſerted infant- 
baptiſm and approved of it, repreſents it as a tradi- 
tion from the apoſtles, whether he be Origen, or his 
tranſlator and interpolator, Ruffinus ; his words are, 
„For this (i. e. for original fin) the church has re- 
ceived a tradition from the apoſtles, even to give bap- 
tiſm unto infants (7). Auſtin, who was a warm 
advocate for infant-baptiſm, puts it upon this footing, 
as a cuſtom of the church, not to be deſpiſed, and 
as an apoſtolic tradition generally received by the 
church (g); he lived in the fourth century, the ſame 
Rufjinus did; and probably it was from his Latin 
tranſlation of Origen, Auſtin took the hint of infant- 
baptiſm being an apoſtolic tradition ; ſince no other 
eccleſiaſtical writer ſpeaks of it before as ſuch ; ſo that, 
| an 


() Origen. Comment. in Epiſt. ad Roman. I. 5. fol. 
178. 1. (g) De Geneſ. I. 10. c. 21. et de Baptiſmo contr. 
Donat. I. 4. C. 23, 24. 


| ab 
as biſhop Taylor (Y) obſerves, ** This apoſtolical tra- 
dition 1s but a teſtimony of one perſon, and he con- 
demned of many errors; ſo that, as he ſays, to de- 
rive this from the apoſtles on no greater authority, 
is a great argument that he is credulous and weak, 
that ſhall be determined by ſo weak a probation, in 
a matter of ſo great concernment z** and yet it is by 
this that many are determined in this affair : And 
not only Popiſb writers, as Bellarmiue and others, 


make it to be an apoſtolical tradition unwritten ; but 


ſome Proteſtant Pædobaptiſts ſhew a good will to 
place infant-baptiſm among the unwritten ſayings and 
traditions of Chrift or his apoſtles, and ſatisfy them- 
ſelves therewith, Mr. Fuller (i) ſays, ** We do free- 
ly confeſs that there is neither expreſs precept nor 
precedent in the New Teſtament for the baptizing of 
infants ; yet obſerves, that St. John ſaith, chap. xxi. 
25. And there are alſo many other things, which Feſus 
did, which are not written; among which, for aught 
appears to the contrary, the baptizing of theſe in- 
fants (thoſe whom Chriſt took in his arms and bleſſed) 
might be one of them.” In like manner, Mr. Wal- 
ker (k) argues, It doth not follow, our Saviour 
gave no precept for the baptizing of infants, becauſe 
no ſuch precept is particularly expreſſed in the ſcrip- 
ture ; for our Saviour ſpoke many things to his dif- 
ciples concerning the kingdom of God, both before 
his paſſion, and alſo after his reſurrection, which are 
not written in the ſcriptures ; and who can ſay, but 
that among thoſe many unwritten ſayings of his, there 
might be an expreſs precept for infant-baptiſm ?” 
And Mr. Leigh, one of the diſputants in the Port/- 
moutb-diſputation (1), ſuggeſts, that though infant- 

baptiſm 


(5) Liberty of P:opheſying, p. 320. (%) Infants Advo- 
cate, p. 71. 150. (4) Modeſt Plea, p. 268. (/) Narta- 
tire of the P ortſmouth-Diſputation, p. 16, 17, 18. 
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baptiſm is not to be found in the writings of the a- 
poſtle Paul extant in the ſcriptures, yet it might be 
in ſome writings of his which are loſt, and not now 
extant ; all which is plainly giving up infant-baptiſm 
as contained in the ſacred writings ; and placing it 
upon unwritten, apoſtolical tradition, and that too, 
conjectural and uncertain. 

Now infant-baptiſm, with all the ceremonies at- | 
tending it, for which alſo apoſtolical tradition 1s plead- 
ed, makes a very conſiderable figure in Popiſh page- 
antry ; which according to pretended apoſtolical tra- 
dition, is performed in a very pompous manner ; ag 
by conſecration of the water, uſing ſponſors, who 
anſwer to the interrogatories, and make the renun- 
ciation in the name of the infant, exorciſms, exſaffla- 
tions, croſſings, the uſe of ſalt, ſpittle, and oil. Be- 
fore the party is baptized, the water is conſecrated in 
a very ſolemn manner ; the prieſt makes an exorciſm 
firſt ; three times, he exſufflates or breathes into the 
water, in the figure of a croſs, ſaying, I adjure thee, 
O creature of water ; and here he divides the water 
after the manner of a croſs, and makes three or four 
croſſings ; he takes a horn of oil, and pours it three 
times upon the water in the likeneſs of a croſs, and 
makes a prayer, that the font may be ſanctified, and 
the eternal trinity be preſent ; ſaying, deſcend from 
heaven and ſanctify this water, and give grace and 
virtue, that he who is baptized according to the com- 
mand of thy Chriſt, may be crucified, and die, and 
| be buried, and riſe again with him, The ſponſors, 
lf or ſureties, inſtead of the child, and in its name, re- 
cite the creed and the Lord's prayer, make the re- 
| nunciation of the devil and all his works, and anſwer 
| to queſtions put in the name of the child: The form, 
according to the Roman order, is this; The name 


of the infant being called, the preſbyter muſt Me 
0 
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Doſt thou renounce Satan? A. I do renounce; and 
all his works? A. I do renounce ; and all his pomps ? 
A. I do renounce : Three times theſe queſtions are 
put, and three times the ſureties anſwer.” The inter- 
rogations are ſometimes ſaid to be made by a prieſt, 
ſometimes by a preſbyter, and ſometimes by an ex- 
orciſt, who was one or the other, and to which the 
following queſtion alſo was added: Doſt thou be- 
lieve in God the Father Almighty, creator of heaven 
and earth, &c ? A. I believe.” Children to be bap- 
tized are firſt exſufflated or breathed and blown upon 
and exorciſed, that the wicked ſpirit might be driven 


from them, that they might be delivered from the 


power of darkneſs, and tranſlated into the kingdom 


of Chriſt : The Roman order is, Let him (the mi- 


niſter, prieſt, deacon, or exorciſt) blow into the face 
of the perſon to be baptized, three times, ſaying, Go 


-out thou unclean ſpirit, and give place to the Holy 


Ghoſt, the comforter.” The form, according to St. 


Gregory, is, I exorciſe thee, O unclean ſpirit, in the 


name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghoſt, that thou go out and depart from this ſervant 
of God.“ Salt alſo is put into the mouth of the in- 
fant, after it is bleſſed and exorciſed, as a token of its 
being ſeaſoned with the ſalt of wiſdom ; and that it 
might be preſerved from the corruption and ill ſa- 
vour of ſin: The prieſt firſt bleſſes the ſalt after this 


manner: ** I exorciſe thee, O creature of ſalt ; and 


then being bleſſed, it is put into the mouth of the in- 
fant, ſaying, , Receive the ſalt of wiſdom unto life ever- 
laſtiog.” The noſe and ears of infants at their bap- 
tiſm are touched with ſpittle by the prieſt, that they 
may receive the ſavour of the knowledge of God: 
and their ears be opened to hear the commands of 
God; and formerly ſpittle was put upon the eyes 
and upon the tongue, though it ſeems now diſuſed 
ad as 
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as to thoſe parts; and yet no longer than the birth 


of king James the firſt, it ſeems to have been in uſe; 
ſince at his baptiſm his mother ſent word to the arch- 
biſhop to forbear the uſe of the ſpittle, ſaying, ** She 
would not have a pocky prieſt to ſpit in her child's 
mouth (m) ;** for it ſeems the queen knew that the 
archbiſhop, who was Hamilton, archbiſhop of St. 
Andrews, then had the venereal diſeaſe (n). And fo 
in the times of the martyrs, in queen Mary's days; 
for Robert Smith the martyr, being aſked by Bonner, 
4n what point do we diſſent from the word of God ? 
meaning as to baptiſm ; he anſwered (9), ** Firſt, in 
hallowing your water, in conjuring of the ſame, in 
baptizing children with anoiating and ſpitting in their 
mouths, mingled with ſalt, and many other lewd 
ceremonies, of which not one point is able to be prov- 
ed in God's word,” All which he calls a mingle 
mangle. Chriſm, or anointing both before and after 
baptiſm, is another ceremony uſed at it; the parts 
anointed are the breaſt and ſhoulders ; the breaſt, 
that no remains of the latent enemy may reſide in the 
party baptized ; and the ſhoulders, that he may be 
fortified and ſtrengthened to do good works to the 
glory of God : This anointing is made in the form 
of a croſs ; the oil is put on the breaſt and beneath 
the ſhoulders, making a croſs with the thumb ; on 
making the croſs on the ſhoulders, the prieſt ſays, 
«*< Flee, thou unclean ſpirit, give honour to the living 
and true God ;** and when he makes it on the breaſt, 
he fays, Go out, thou unclean ſpirit, give place to 
the Holy Ghoſt :” The form uſed in doing it is, © I 
anoint thee with the oil of ſalvation, that thou mayeſt 
have life everlaſting.” The next ceremony Is * 


(m) Abſtract of the Hiſtory of Popery, part i. p. 114. 
(„) Vid. Rivet. Animadv. in Grot. Annotat. in Caſſanger, 
Conſultat. p. 72, (% Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. 


3+ P. 400. 


L 1 
of ſigning the infant with the ſign of the croſs : "This 


is made in ſeveral parts of the, body, eſpecially on the 
fore head, to ſignify that the party baptized ſhould 
not be aſhamed of the croſs of Chriſt, and not be a- 
fraid of the enemy Satan, but manfully fight againſt 
him. After baptiſm, in antient times, honey and 
milk, or wine and milk, were given to the baptized, 
though now diſuſed ; and infants were admitted to 
the Lord's ſupper, which continued fome hundreds 
of years in the Latin church, and ſtill does in the 
Greek church. Now for the proof of the uſe of theſe 
various ceremonies, the reader may conſult Joſeph. 
Vicecomes, a learned Papiſt, as Dr. Wall calls him, in 
his treatiſe de antiquis baptiſmi ritibus ac ceremonisy 
where, and by whom, they are largely treated of, and: 
the proofs of them given. All which are rehearſed 
and condemned by the antient Waldenſes in a treatiſe 
of theirs, written in the year 1120 (p). It may be 
aſked to what purpoſe is this account given of the 
ceremonies uſed by Papiſts in the adminiſtration of 
baptifm to infants by them, ſince they are not uſed. 
by Proteſtant Pædobaptiſts? I anſwer, it is to ſhew 
what I propoſed, namely, what a figure infant-baptiſm, 
with theſe attending ceremonies, makes in popery, and 
may with propriety be called a part of it; beſides 
though all theſe ceremonies are not uſed, yet fome 
of them are uſed in ſome Proteſtant Pædobaptiſt chur- 
ches ; as ſureties, the interrogations made to. them, 
and their anſwers in the name of infants ; the renun- 
tiation of the devil and all his works, and ſigning with 
the ſign of the croſs : And ſince theſe and the others, 
all. of them claim apoſtolic authority, and moſt, if not 
all. of them, have as good and as early a claim to it 
as infant-baptiſm itſelf; thoſe who admit that upon 
| B 2 this 


(p) See Morland's Hiſtory of the churches of Piedmont, 
P; 173» | | 
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this foot, ought to admit theſe ceremonies alſo. See 
a treatiſe of mine, called The Argument from Apoſtolic 
tradition in favour of Infant-baptiſm conſidere d. 
Moſt of the above ceremonies are mentioned bv 
Baſil (g) who lived in the 4th century, and as then 
in uſe, and which were had from apoſtolic tradition 
as ſaid, and not from the ſcriptures ; and, ſays he, 
* Bicduſe this is firſt and moſt common, I will men- 
tion it in the firſt place, as that we ſign with he /ign of 
the croſs ,— W ho has taught this in fcripture ? 
We conſecrate the water of baptiſm and the oil of 


unction as well as him who receives baptiſm ; from 
what ſcriptures'? Is it not from: private and ſecret 


tradition ? Moreover the anointing with oil, what 
| paſſage in ſcripture teaches this? Now a man is 
' thrice immerſed, from whence is it derived or deliver- 
ed ? Alfo the reſt of what is done in baptiſm, as to 
renounce Satan and his angels, from what ſcripture 
have we it ? Is not this from private and ſecret tra- 
dition? And fo Auſtin (r) ſpeaks of exorciſms and 
exſuffations uſed in baptiſm, as of antient tradition, 
and of univerſal uſe in the church. Now whoever 
receives infant · baptiſm on the foot of apoſtolic tra- 
dition, ought to receive theſe alſo, ſince” they ſtand 
upon as good a foundation as that does. | 

The Papiſts attribute the rife of ſeveral of the a- 
bove ceremonies to their popes, as ſponſors, chriſms, 
cxorciſms, & c. though perhaps they were not quite 
ſo early as they. imagine, yet very early they were 
and infant-baptiſm itſelf, though two or three doctors 
of the church had aſſerted and eſpouſed it, yet it was 
not determined in any council until the Milevitan 
council in 418, or thereabouts, a provincial of Africa, 
in Which was a canon made for Pædobaptiſm, and 


L \ e 


9 De Spiritu Sancto, c. 27, (r) De Peccat. Orig. 
L 2. c. 40. & de nupt, & concup. l. 1. c. 20. & l. 2. Cc. 18. 
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never till then: So ſays biſhop Taylor (s), with whom 
Grotins (t) agrees, who calls it the council of Carth- 
age; and who ſays in the councils no earlier mention 
is made of infant -· baptiſm than in that council; the 
canons of which were ſent to pope Innocent the firſt(u), 
and confirmed by him: And Auſtin, who muſt write his 
book againſt the Donatiſis before this time, though he 
ſays (6 the church always held it (infant - baptiſm) 
and that it is moſt rightly believed to be delivered 
by apoſtolic tradition; yet obſerves, that it was not 
inſtituted, or determined and ſettled in or by coun- 
eils; that is, as yet it was not, though it afterwards 


was in the above council confirmed by the ſaid pope; 
in which council Auſtin himſelf preſided, and in which 


is this canon, Alſo it is our pleaſure, that whoever 
denies that new-· born infants are to be baptized, —let 
him be anathema;“ and which is the firſt council that 
eſtabliſned infant- baptiſm, and anathematized thoſe 


that denied it; ſo that it may juſtly be called a part 
of popery : Beſides baptiſm by immerſion, which con- 


tinued 1300 years in the Latin church, excepting in 
the caſe of the Cl/inicks, and {till does in the Greek 
church, was firſt changed into ſprinkling by the Pa- 
P1fs ; which is not an indifferent thing, whether per- 
formed with much or a little water, as it is uſually 
conſidered ; but is of the very eſſence of bapriſm ; 
is that itſelf, and without which ic is not baptiſm ; it 
being, as Sir Jobn Fleyer ſays, (x) no circumſtance, 
but the very att of baptizing; who obſerves (y), that 
aſperſion, or ſprinkling, was brought into the church 
by che popiſb ſchoolmen; and our diſſenters, adds he, 


had it from them ; the ſchoolmen employed their 


thoughts 
liberty of Propheſy ing, p. 320, 321. . Com- 
ment. on Mett. xix. 14. («) Vid. Centuriat. Magde- 


burg. cent. 5. c. 9 p. 468, 473. Epiſt. Auguſt, Ep. 92, 8055 


(w) De Bapiiſmo HE Donatiſt. I. 4. Cc. 24. (x) Eilay 


to ;eftore Dipping, &c. p. 44+ (3) Ibid. p. 58. 
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thaughts how to find out reaſons for the alteration to 
e brought it into uſe in the 12th century: 
And it muſt be obſer ved, to the honour of the church 
of England, that they have not eſtabliſhed ſprinkling 
in baptiſm to this day ; only have permitted pouring 
in caſe it is certify*d the child is weakly and not able 
to bear dippiog z otherwiſe, by the Rubric, the prieſt 
18 ET to dip the child warily : Sprinkling re · 
ceived only a Preſbyterian ſanction in the times of the 
civil war, by the aſſembly of divines; where it was 
cartied for ſprinkling againſt dipping by. one vote 
only, by 25 agaiaſt 24 ; and then eſtabliſhed by an 
ordinance of parliament 1644 (z): And that this 
change had its riſe from the authority of the pope, 
Dr. Wall (a) himſelf acknowledges, and that the 
ſprinkling of infants. is from popery. All the na- 
tions of Chriſtians, ſays he, that do now, or formerly 
did, ſubmit to the authority of the biſhop of Rome 
do ordinarily baptize their infants by ——— or 
ſprinkling; and chough the Eungliſb received not this 
cuſtom till after the decay of Popery, yet they have 
ſince received it from ſuch neighbour- nations as had 
be gan it in the times of the popes power ; but all o- 
ther Chriſtians in the world, who never owned the 
papes uſurped power, do, and ever did, dip their in- 
fants in their ordinary uſe ;** ſo that infant -· baptiſm, 
both with reſpect to ſubjects and mode, may wich- 
Sant propriety be called a part and branch of popery. 
But it is not only a part of popery, and ſo ſerves 
to ſtrengthen it, as a part does the whole; but it is 
a Pillar of it; what ſet ves greatly to ſupport it; and 
which furniſhes. the Papiſts with one of the ſtrongeſt 
Arguments againſt the Proteſtants in favour of their 
ene on which, as we have ſeen, the eſſentials of 


poprry. 


{z) Eſſay to reflore Dipping, Ec. D. 12. 22. {a} Hiſ- 
tory of metall Part ii. p. 477. | 2 
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popery are founded, and of the authority of the church 
to alter the rites of divine worſhip: They ſadly em- 
barraſs Pedobaptiſts Proteſtants with the affair of in- 
fanr-baptiſm, and urge them either to prove it by 
ſcripture, both with reſpe& to mode and ſubjects, or 
allow of anſcriptural traditions and the authority of 
the church, or give it up ; and if they can allow of 
unwritten traditions, and the cuſtom and practice of 
the church, as of authority in one point, why not in 
others? This way of arguing, as Mr. Stennett (S) ob- 
ſerves, is uſed by cardinal Da Perron, in his reply to 
the anſwer of king James the firſt, and by Mr. Jobn 
Ainſworth, againſt Mr. Henry Ainſworth, in the diſ- 
pute between them, and by Fiſher, the Jeſuit, againſt 
archbiſhop Laud; a late inſtance of this kind, he adds, 
we have in the controverſy between Monſieur Beſſuet, 
biſhop of Meaux, and a learned anonymous writer, 
ſaid to be Monſſeur de la Roque, late paſtor of the re- 
formed church at Roan in Normandy. The biſhop, 
in order to defend the withholding the cup in the 
Lord's ſupper from the laity, according to the autho- 
rity of the church, urged that infant-bapriſm, both as 
to mode and ſubject, was unſcriptural, and ſolely by 
the authority of tradition and cuſtom, with which the 
pretended Reformed complied, and therefore why not 
in the other caſe ? Which produced this ingenuous 
confeſſion from his antagoniſt, that to baptize by 
ſprinkling was certainly an abuſe derived from the 
Romiſbh church, without due examination, as well as 
many other things, which he and his brethren were 
reſolved to correct, and thanked the biſhop for unde- 
ceiving them; and freely confeſſed, that as to the 
baptiſm of infants, there is nothing formal or expreſs 
in the goſpel to juſtify the neceſſity of it ; and that 
the pallages proguced do at moſt only prove that it 

12 


5 Sas to Ruſſen, P. 173, &e. 
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is permitted, or rather, that it is not forbidden to bap- 
tize them. In the times of king Charles the ſecond, 
lived Mr. Jeremiah Ives, a Baptiſt miniſter, famous 
for his talent at diſputation, of 'whom the king having 
heard, ſent for him to diſpute with a Romiſb prieſt ; 
the which he did before the king and many others, in 
the habit of a clergyman : Mr. Tves preſſed the prieſt 
cloſely, ſhewing that whatever antiquity they pre- 
tended to, their doctrine and practices could by no 
means be proved apoſtolic ; ſince they are not to be 
found in any writings which remain of the apoſtolic 
age; the prieſt, after much wrangling, in the end 
replied, that this argument of Mr. [ves was of as 
much force againſt infant-baptiſm, as againſt the 
doctrines and ceremonies of the church of Rome: to 
which Mr. Ives anſwered, that he readily granted what 
he ſaid to be true; the prieſt upon this broke up the 
«diſpute, ſaying, he had been cheated, and that he would 
proceed no further ; for he came to diſpute with a 
clergyman of the eſtabliſhed church, and it was now 
evident, that this was an Anabaptiſt preacher. This 
behaviour of the prieſt afforded his majeſty and all 
preſent not a little diverſion (c): and as Proteſtant 
Paedobaptiſts are urged by this argument to admit 
the unwritten traditions of the Papiſis; ſo diſſenters 
of the Pædobaptiſt perſuaſion are preſſed upon the 
fame footing by thoſe of the church of England to 
comply with the ceremonies of that church, retained 
from the church of Rome, particularly by Dr. Hhit- 
by (d) ; who having pleaded for ſome condeſcenſion 
to be made to diſſenters, in order to reconcile them 
to the church, adds; and on the other hand, ſays 
he, if notwithſtanding the evidence produced, that 
baptiſm by immerſion, is ſuitable both to the unn 
Ce. Croſby's Hiſtory of the Baptiſts, vol. « 247, 248. 
pl Foe 4 Recontiler, p- a. 2 11 7 2 
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of our Lord and his apoſtles; and was by them or- 
dained to repreſent our burial with Chriſt, and ſo our 
dying unto fin, and our conformity to his reſurtection 
by newneſs of life z as the apoſtle doth clearly main- 1 
tain the meaning of that rite : I ſay, if notwithſtand- 1 
ing this, all our diſſenters (i. e. who are Pædobaptiſts, ; 
he muſt mean) do agree to ſprinkle the baptized in- 
fant ; why may they not as well ſubmit to the ſig- 
nificant ceremonies impoſed by our church ? For, 
ſince it is as lawful to add unto Chriſt's inſtitutions a 
ſignificant ceremony, as to diminiſh a ſignificant cere- 
mony, which he or his apoſtles inſtituted; and uſe 
another in its ſtead, which they never did inſtitute ; 
what reaſon can they have to do the latter, and yet | 
refuſe ſubmiſſion to the former ? And why ſhould not | 
| 
[ 


the peace and union of the church be as prevailing 
with them, to perform the one, as is. their mercy to, 
the infants body to neglect the other ? Thus infant» | 
baptiſm is uſed as the grand plea for compliance with | 
the ceremonies both of the church of Rome and ot the | 
church of England. | 
I have added in the preface referred to, where ſtands 

the above clauſe, that infant-baptiſm is that by which 
Antichriſt has ſpread his baneful influence over many | 
nations z** which is abundantly evident, ſince by the |} 
cbrifening of children through baptiſm, introduced 
by him, he has made whole countries and nations 
Chriſtians, and has chriſtened them by the name of 

| Chriftendom ; and thereby has enlarged his univerſal _ 
church, over which he claims an abſolute power and 
authority, as being Chriſt's vicar on earth; and by 
the ſame means he retains his influence over nations, 
and keeps them in awe and in obedience to him; aſ- 
ſerting that by their baptiſm they are brought into the 
pale of the church, in which there is ſalvation, and out 


ef which there is none; if therefore they renounce 
C | their 


— — 
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their baptiſm, received in infaricy, or apoſtatize from 
the church, their damnation is inevitable; and thus 
by his menaces and anathemas, he holds the nations 
in ſubjection to him: And when they at any time 
have courage to oppoſe him, and act in diſobedience 
to his ſupreme authority, he immediately lays a whole 
nation under an interdict; by which are prohibited, 
the adminiſtration of the ſacraments, all public pray- 
ers, burials, chriſtenings, &c. church-doors are locked 
up, the clergy dare not or will not adminiſter any 
offices of their function to any, but ſuch as for large 
ſums of money obtain ſpecial privileges from Rome 
for that purpoſe (e): Now by means of theſe prohi- 
bitions, and particularly of chriſtening or baptizing 
children, nations are obliged to comply and yield o- 
bedience to the biſhop of Rome ; for it appears moſt 
dreadful to parents, that their children ſhould be de- 
prived of baptiſm, by which they are made Chriſtians, 
as they are taught to believe, and without which there 
is no hope of ſalvation ; and therefore are influenced 
to give into any thing for the ſake of what is thought 
ſo very important. Once more, the baneful influence 


ſpreadb y Antichriſt over the nations by infant-baptiſm, 


is that poiſonous notion infuſed by him, that ſacra- 
ments, particularly baptiſm, confer grace ex opere 
operato, by the work done; that it takes away fin, 
regenerates men, and faves their ſouls ; this is charged 
upon him, and complained of by the antient Valden- 
ſes in a tract (f) of theirs, written in the year 1120. 


Where ſpeaking of the works of Antichriſt, they ſay, 


te the third work of Antichriſt conſiſts in this, that he 
attributes the regeneration of the holy ſpirit unto the 
dead, outward work, baptizing children in that faith, 


and 


(e) Abſtract of the Hiſtory of Popery, part i. p. 463. 


See Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. 1. p. 326. % Apud 


| Morland's Hiſtory of che churches of Piedmont, p. 148. 
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and teaching that thereby baptiſm and regeneration 
muſt be had; and therein he confers and beſtows or- 
ders and other ſacraments, and groundeth therein all 
his Chriſtianity, which is againſt the holy ſpirit :*? And 
which popiſh notion is argued againſt and expoſed by 
Robert Smith the martyr (g); on Bonner's ſaying “ if 
they (infants) die, before they are baptized, they be 
damned ; he aſked this queſtion, I pray you, my 
Lord, ſhew me, are we ſaved by water or by Chriſt ? 
To which Bonner replied, by both; then, ſaid Smith, 
the water died for our ſins, and ſo muſt ye ſay, that 
the water hath life, and it being our ſervant, and cre- 
ated for us, is our Saviour ; this my Lord is a good 
doctrine, is it not?“ And this pernicious notion till 
continues, this old leaven yet remains even in ſome 
Proteſtant churches, who have retained it from Rome; 
hence a child when baptized is declared to be rege- 
nerate, and thanks are returned to God that it is re- 
generate; and it is taught, when capable of being 
catechiſed, to ſay, that in its baptiſm it was made a 
child of God, a member of Chtiſt, and an inheritor 
of the kingdom of heaven; which has a tendency to 
take off all concern, in perſons when grown up, about 
an inward work of grace, in regeneration and ſanctifi- 
cation, as a meetneſs for heaven, and to encourage a 
preſumption in them, notwithſtanding their apparent 
want of grace, that they are members of Chriſt, and 
ſhall never periſh ; are children and heirs of God, and 
ſhall certainly inherit eternal life. Wherefore Dr. 
Owen rightly obſerves (Y), That the father of lies 
himſelf could not eaſily have deviſed a doctrine more 
pernicious, or what propoſes a more preſent and ef- 
fectual poiſon to the minds of ſinners to be drank in 


by them.” | 
C 2 II. Tbe 


4 C2) Fox's Acts and Monuments, vol. 3. P 400. (+) The- 
ologoumena, I. G. c. 3. p. 477. 
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II. The ſecond article or propoſition in the preface 
is, as aſſerted by me, that infant-baptiſm “ is the baſis 
of national churches and worldly eſtabliſhments z that 
which unites the church and world, and keeps them 
together; than which nothing is more evident: If 
a church is national, it conſiſts of all in the nation, 
men, women, and children; and children are origi- 
nally members of it, either ſo by birth, and as ſoon as 
born, being born in the church, in a Chriſtian land 
and nation, which is the church, or rather by baptiſm, 
as it is generally put; ſo according to the order of 
the church of England, at the baptiſm of a child, the 
miniſter ſays, We receive this child into the con- 
gregation of Chriſt's flock.” And by the aſſembly 
of divines, “ Baptiſm is called a ſacrament of the New 
Teſtament, whereby the partics baptized are ſolemnly 
admitted into the viſible church.” And to which 
there is a ſtrange eontradiction in the following anſwer, 
where it is faid, that “ baptiſm is not to be admini- 
ſtred to any that are out of the viſible church ;?* but 


4 if by baptifm the parties baptized are ſolemnly ad- 


mitted in to the viſible church, then before baptifm by 
which they are admitred, they muſt be out of it : 
One or other muſt be wrong ; cither perſons are not 
admitted into the viſible church by baptiſm, or if they 
are, then befcre baptiſm, they are out of it, and have 


baptiſm adminiſtred to them in order to their being. 


admitted into it; and Calvin ſays, according to whoſe 
plan of church-government at Geneva, that of the 
Scotch church is planned, that baptiſin is a ſolemn in- 
troduction into the church of God (i). And Mr. 
Baxter argues, that “ if there be nit er precept nor 
example of admitting church-members in ail the New 


Teſtament but by bap tim, then all that are now ad- 
mitted ought to come in by baptiſm ; but there is 


| neither 
(') Epiſt, Calvin, Ep. ad N. 8. D. P. 441» 
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neither precept nor example in all the New Teſtament 
of admitting church-members but by baptiſm ; there- 
fore they ought to come in the ſame way now.“ So 
then infants becoming members of a national church 
by baptiſm, they are originally of it; are the materi- 
als of which it conſiſts z and it is by the baptiſm of 
infants it is ſupplied with members, and is ſupported 
and maintained; ſo that it may be truly ſaid, that in- 
fant · baptiſm is the baſis and foundation of a national 
church, and is indeed the ſinews, ſtrength, and ſup- 
port of it : And infants being admitted members by 
baptiſm continue ſuch when grown up, even though 
of the moſt diſſolute lives and converſations, as multi- 
tudes of them are; and many, inſtead of being treated 
as church- members, deſerve to be ſent to the houſe of 
correCtion, as ſome are, and others are guilty of ſuch 
flagitious crimes that they die an infamous death 4 
yet even theſe die in the communion of the church 
and thus the church and the world are united and kept 
together till death doth them part. | 
The [ndependents would indeed ſeparate the church 

and the world according to their principles; but can- 
not do it, being fettered and hampered with 1nfant- 
church-memberſhip and Baptiſm, about which they 
are at a loſs and diſagreed on what to place it; ſome 
place it on infants intereſt in the covenant of grace z 
and here they ſadly contradict themſelves or one an- 
other; at one time they ſay, it is intereſt in the co- 
venant of grace gives infants a right to baptiſm, and 
at another time, that it is by Baptiſm they are brought 
and entered into the covenant ; and ſometimes it is 
not in the inward part of the covenant they are in- 
tereſted, only in the external part of it, where hypo- 
crites and graceleſs perſons may be ; but what that 
external part is no mortal can tel] : Others not being 
{atisfied that their infant- ſeed as ſuch are all intereſted 

| mn 
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in the covenant of grace, ſay, it is not that, but the 
church-covenant that godly parents enter into, which 
gives their children with them a right to church- mem- 
berſhip and taptiſm : Children in their minority, it 
is ſaid, (&) covenant with their parents, and ſo become 
church- members, and this entitles to baptiſm ; for 
according to the old Independents of New England, 
none but members of a viſible church were to be bap- 
tized (7) ; though Dr. Gecduin (m) is of a different 
mind: Hence only ſuch as were children of mem- 
bers of churches, even of ſet members (u), as they 
call them, were admitted, though children of godly 
and approved Chriſtians ; and though they may have 
been members, yet if excommunicated, their children 
born in the time of their excommunication might not 
be baptized (o); but thoſe children that are admitted 
members and baptized, though not confirmed mem- 
bers, as they ſtile them, till they proteſs faith & repen- 
tance (p, z yet during their minority, which reaches 
till they are niore than thirteen years of age, accord- 
ing to the example of Iſpmael, and till about ſixteen 
years of age, they are real members to ſuch intents 
and purpoſes, as, that if their parents are diſmiſſed to 
other churches, their children ought to be put into 
the letters of diſmiſſion with them (4); and whilit 
their minority continues, are under church-wateh, and 
ſubject to the reprehenſions, admonitions, and cenſures 

thereof 


% Diſputaticn concerning church- mer ers and tbeir chil- 
dren at Boſton, p. 12, 13. Hcoker's Survey of Church. iſci- 
pline, part 113. p. 24, 25. (/) Corton's Way of tle chur- 
ches in New-Engiand, p 81. Boſton-Diſputation, p. 4. De- 
ſence of the Nine Propofitic ns, p. 115. () Government 
of the churches of Chriit, p. 377. (n) Defence of the 
Nine Propoſitions, p 69. (o) Cotton's Way, p 85. Boſton- 
Diſp. p. 25. Hooker's Survey, part iii, p 18, (p) Cotron's 
Holineſs of Church; members, p. 19. Boſton-Diſputa. p. 3. 
(g) Ibid. p. 18. e 
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thereof for their healing and amendment (r) as need 
ſhall require; though with reſpect to public rebuke, 
admonition, and excommunication, children in their 
minority are not ſubject to church- diſcipline, only to 
ſuch as is by way of ſpiritual watch and private re- 
buke (6). The original Independents, by the cove- 
nant-ſeed, who have a right to church-memberſhip and 
Baptiſm, thought only the ſeed of immediate parents 
in church- covenant are meant, and not of progeni- 
tors (t). Mr. Cotton lays (u), Infancs cannot claim 
right unto Baptiſm but in the right of one of their pa- 
rents or both ; where neither of the parents can claim 
right to the Lord's ſupper, there their infants cannot 
claim right to Baptiſm ;** tho? he afterwards ſays (), 
it may be conlidered, whether the children may not 
be baptized, where either the grandfather or grand- 
mother (x) have made profeſſion of their faith and re- 
pentance before the church, and are ſtill living to 
undertake for the Chriſtian education of the child 
or if theſe fail, what hinders but that if the parents 
will reſign their infant to be educated in the houſe of 
any godly member of che church, the child may be 
lawfully baptized in the right of its houſhold-gover- 
nor? But Mr. Hooker, as he aſſerts (y), that children 
as children have no right to Baptiſm, ſo it belongs 
not to any predeceſſors, either nearer or farther off 
removed from the next parents to give right of this 
privilege to their children; by which predeceſſors, 
he ſays, includes and comprehends all beſides the next 
parent ; grandfather, great grandfather, &c. So the 
miniſters & meſſengers of the congregational churches 

| | | that 


(r) Cambridge-Platform of Church-Government, p. 18. 
() Boſton-Diſp. p. 14. (%) Boſton-Diſp. p. 19. () Cot- 
ton's Way of the Churches, p. 81. () Ibid p. 115. 
(x) Of this ſee Epiſt. Calvin. Ep. Farello, p. 175. & Salden, 
Otia. 8 Exercitat. 7. ſect. 21. p. 544 0) Survey 
of Church · diſeipline, part iii; p. 13. | 


— — go 
& = r 2 * 
. * 
, — — 5 


24 J 


that met at the Savoy declare (z); © that not only 
thoſe that do actually profeſs faith in, and obedience 
unto Chriſt, but alſo the infants of one or both believ- 
ing parents are to be baptized, and thoſe only :** And 
the commiſſioners for the review of the Common 
Prayer, in the beginning of the reign of king Charles 
the ſecond ; thoſe of the Preſbyterian perſuaſion mov- 
ed on the behalf of others, that there being divers 
learned, pious, and peaceable miniſters, who not only 


Judge it unlawful to baptize children whoſe parents 


both of them are Atheiſts, Infidels, Heretics, or un- 
baptized , but alſo ſuch whoſe parents are excommu- 
nicate perſons, fornicators, or otherwiſe notorious and 
ſcandalous ſinners ; we deſire, ſay they, they may not 
be inforced to baptize the children of ſuch, until they 
have made open profeſſion of their repentance before 
Baptiſm (a): But now I do not underſtand, that the 
preſent generation of diſſenters of this denomination, 
adhere to the principles and practices of their prede- 
ceſſors, at leaſt very few of them; but admit to Ba 

tiſm, not only the children of members of their chur- 
ches, but of thoſe who are not members, only hearers, 
or any that apply to them for the Baptiſm of their in- 
fants, whether gracious or graceleſs perſons : And 
were only the firſt ſort admitted, children of members, 
what are they? No better than others, born in fin, 
born of the fleſh, carnal and corrupt, are of the world, 
notwithſtanding their birth of religious perſons, until 
they are called out of it by the effectual grace of God: 
And as they grow up, appear to be of the world as 
others, and have their converſation according to the 
courſe of it: And many of them are diſſolute in their 


lives, and ſcandalous in their converſations z and yer I 
| 0 


(z) Declaration of the Faith and Order, &c. c. 29. p. 48. 
14) Proceedings of the Commiſſioners of both Perſuations, &, 
p. 22. d , | 
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do not underſtand, that any notice is taken of them in 
a church- way, as to be admoniſhed, cenſured, and ex- 
communicated; but they retain their memberſhip, 
into which they were tak en in their infancy, and con- 
tinue in it to the day of their death: And if this is not 
uniting and keeping the world and church together, I 
know not what is. 

Moreover all the arguments that are made uſe of to 
prove the church of Chriſt under the goſpel-difpen- 
ſation to be congregational, and againſt a national 
church, are all deſtroyed by the baptiſm and member- 
ſhip of infants. It is ſaid in favour of the one, and 
againſt the other, that the members of a viſible church 
are ſaints by calling, ſuch, as in charitable diſcretion 
may be accounted ſo (5) ; but are infants who are ad- 
mitted to memberſhip and baptized, ſuch ? The ho- 
lineſs pleaded for as belonging to them, is only a fede- 
ral hofinels and that is merely chimerical : They are 
called to be ſaints, or ſaints by effectual calling? Can 
they in charitable diſcretion, or io rational charity be 
thought to be truly and really holy, or ſaints, as the 
churches of the New Teſtament are ſaid to be? And 
if they cannot in, a judgment of charity, be accounted 
real ſaints, and yet are admitted members. of chur- 
ches, why. not others, of whom it cannot be charitabl 
thought, that they are real ſaints ? Beſides, it is fai 
by the Independents, that members of goſpel-chur- 
ches are ſaints by calling, viſibly manifeſting and evi- 
dencing by their profeſſion and walk their obedience 
to that call; who are further known to each other by 
their confeſſion of faith wrought in them by the power 
of God; and do willingly conſent to walk together 
according to the appointment of Chriſt, giving u 
themſelves to the Lord and to one another by the wil 
of God, in profeſſed ſubjection to the ordinances of 

+ FW the 

(5) Cotton's Way of the churches, &c. p. 56. Cambridge- 

Platform, c. 3. p. 3 
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the goſpel (c): Now are infants ſuch ? Do they ma- 


nifeſt and evidence by a profeſſion and walk their o- 
bedience to a divine call ? And if they do nor, and yer 
are admitted members, why not others, who give no 
more evidence than they do ? Do they make a con- 
feſſion of faith wrought in them? Does it appear that 
they have ſuch a faith? And in a confeſſion made, and 
ſo made as to be known by fellow- members? And if 
not, and yet received and owned as members, why 
not others that make no more confeſſion of faith than 


they do ? Do infants conſent to walk with the church 


of Chriſt, and give up themſelves to theLord and one 
another, and profels to be ſubject to the ordinances of 
the goſpel ? And if they do not, as moſt certainly they 
do not, and yet are members, why may not others be 
alſo members on the ſame footing ? Is it objected to a 
national church, that perſons of the worlt of characters 


are members of it; and by this means the church is 


filled with men very diſreputable & ſcandalous in their 
lives ? And is not this true of infants admitted mem- 
bers in their infancy, who when grown up are very 
wicked and immoral, and yet their memberſhip con- 
tinues ? And why not then national churches be ad- 
mitted of, notwithſtanding the above objeCtion ? So 
that upon the whole, I think, I have good reaſon to 
ſay, that there cannot be a full ſeparation of the one 
from the other, that is, of the church from the world, 
nor a thorough reformation in religion, until it (infant- 
baptiſm) is wholly removed.” | 

III. In the ſaid preface, I expreſs my firm belief of 

the entire ceſſation of infant- baptiſm, in time to come: 
My words are, © though it(infant-baprtiſm) has ſo long 
and largely obtained (as it has from the 4th century 
till now, and over the greater part who have ſince 
bore the Chriſtian name) and ſtill does obtain; I be- 
lieve 


wc] Savoy-Declaration, &c. p- 57. 
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lieve with a firm and unſhaken faith, that the time 1$ 
haſtening on, when infant- baptiſm will be no more 
practiſed in the world,“ I mean in the ſpiritual reign 
of Chriſt ; for in his perſonal reign there will be no 
ordinances, nor the adminiſtration of them ; and this 
is explained by what I farther ſay, * when churches 
will be formed on the ſame plan they were in the times 
of the apoſtles z; when goſpel-doctrine and diſcipline 
will be reſtored to their primitive puricy and luſtre ; 
when the ordinances of Baptifm and the Lord's ſup- 
per will be adminiſtred as they were firſt delivered; 
all which will be accompliſhed, When“ the Lord ſhall 
be king over all the earth, and there ſhall be one Lord 
and his name one ;** that is, when there thall be one 


Lord, one faith, and one hapriſm, acknowledged by 


all Chriſtians ; and they will be all of one mind with 
reſpect to the doctrines and ordinances of the goſpel. 
And as it becomes every man to give a reaſon of the 
faith and hope he has concerning divine things, with 
meekneſs and fear; the reaſons of my firm belief, that 
infant-baptitm will be no more practiſed in the latter 
day and ſpiritual reign of Chriſt, are, ſome of them 
ſuggeſted in. the above paragraph, and others may 
be added, as 

Firſt, Becauſe churches in the time referred to, will 


be formed on the plan, churches were in the time of 


the apoſtles ; that this will be the caſe, ſee the pro- 
phecies in If. i. 25, 26. Jer. xxx. 18, 20. Rev. xi. 19. 
Now the apoſtolic churches conſiſted only of baptized 
believers, or of ſuch who were baptized upon pro- 
feſſion of their faith; the members of the firſt Chri- 
ſtian church, which was at Jeruſalem, were firſt bap- 
tized upon their converſion, and then added to it; the 
next Chriſtian church at Samaria, conſiſted of men 
and women baptized on believing the goſpel, preached 
by Philip ; and the church at Corinth, of ſuch who. 
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hearing, believed and were baptized ; and on the fame 
plan were formed the churches at Rome, Philippi, 
Coloſſe, and others; nor is there one ſingle inſtance 
of infant-baptiſm and of infant-· church- member ſhip in 
them; wherefore if churches in the latter day will be 
on the ſame plan, then infant-baptiſm will be no more 
practiſed. G 
Secondly, Becauſe, then the ordinances of the goſpel 
will be adminiſtred, as they were firſt delivered, clear 
of all preſent corruption and ſuperſtition ; this is what 
is meant by the temple of God being opened in heaven, 
on the founding of the ſeventh trumpet, Rev. xi. 19. 
and xv. 5. which reſpects the teſtoration of worſhip, 
diſcipline, doctrines and ordinances, to the free uſe of 
them, and to their original purity ; when, as the or- 
dinance of the Lord's ſupper will be adminiſtred, clear 
of all corruptions & ceremonies introduced by papiſts 
and retained by proſeſtants; ſo likewiſe the ordinance 
of Baptiſm both with reſpe&t to ſubjeck and mode, 
which as it was firſt delivered was only adminiſtred 


to perſons profeſſing faith and repentance, and that 


by immerſion only; and if this will be univerſally 
adminiſtred in the latter day, as in the firſt ages of 
Chriſtianity, infant-ſprinkling will be practiſed no 
more. 

Thirdiy, Becauſe Chriſt will then be king over all 
the earih in a ſpiritual ſenſe ; one Lord, whoſe com- 
3 will be obeyed with great preciſion and exact- 
neſs, according to his will revealed in his word; and 
as Baptiſm is one of his commands he has preſcribed, 
as he is and will be acknowledged the one Lord and 
head of the church, and not the pope, who will no 
more be ſubmitted o; ſo there will be one baptr/m, 
which will be adminiſtred to one ſort of ſubjects only, 
as he has directed, and in one manner only, by im- 
merſion, of which his Baptiſm is an example; and 
therefore 


l 29 1 Es. 
therefore 1 that infant · ſprinkling will be ab 
more in uſe. 

Fouritbhy, At this ſame time the name of Chriſt will 
be one, that is, his religion; which will be the ſame, 
it was at firſt inſtituted by him. Now it is various, 
as it is profeſſed and practiſed by different perſons that 
bear his name; but in the latter day, it will be one and 
the ſame, in all its branches, as embraced, profeſſed, 
and exerciſed, by all that are called Chriſtians ; and ag 
Baptiſm is one part of it, this will be practiſed in an 
uniform manner, or by all alike, that ſhall name the 


name of Chriſt ; for ſince Chriſt's name or the Chri- 


ſtian religion in all its parts, will be the ſame in all the 
profeſſors of it; I therefore firmly believe, that bap- 
tiſm will be practiſed alike by all, according to the 
primitive inſtitution, and conſequently, that infant- 
baptiſm will be no more : For, 

Fifthly, As at this time, the watchmen will ſee eye 
to eye, If. li. 8. the miniſters of the goſpel will be of 
one, mind, both with reſpect to the doctrines and du- 
ties of Chriſtianity z will alike preach the one, and 
practiſe the other; ſo the people under their mini- 
ſtrations, will be all agreed, and receive the truths of 
the goſpel in the love of them, and ſubmit to the pre- 
cepts and inſtitutions of it, without any difference a- 
mong themſelves, and without any variation from the 
word of God ; and among the reſt, the ordinance of 
baptiſm, about which there will be no longer ſtrife , 
but all will agree, that the proper ſubjects of it are be- 
levers, and the right mode of it immerſion ;z and fo 
infant- ſprinkling will be no more contended for; ſaints 
in this as in other things will ſerve the Lord with one 
conſent, Zeph. iii. g We | 

| Sixthly, Another reaſon why I firmly believe, in- 
fant-baptiſm will hereafter be no more practiſed, is, 
becauſe Antichriſt will be entirely conſumed with the 
ſpirit 
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ſpirit or breath of Chriſt's mouth,and with the bright- 
neſs of his coming, 2 Theſſ. ii. 8. that is, with the pure 
and powerful preaching of his word, at his coming to 
take to himſelf his power, and reign ſpiritually in the 
churches, in a more glorious manner; when all An- 
tichriſtian doctrines and practices will be entirely abo- 
liſhed and ceaſe, even the whole body of Antichriſtian 
worſhip; not a limb of Antichriſt ſhall remain, but 
all ſhall be conſumed. © Now as I believe, and it has 
been ſhewn, that infant-baptiſm is a part and pillar of 
popery, a limb of Antichriſt, a branch of ſuperſtition 
and will-worſhip, introduced by the man of ſin, when 
„ he ſhall be deſtroyed, this ſhall be deitroyed with him 
Az and be no more. 
1 Seventhly, Though the notion of infant-baptiſm has 
4 * been enibraced and practiſed, by many good and godly 
men in ſeveral ages; yet it is part of the wood, bay, 
and ſtubble, laid by them upon the foundation; is one 
N of thoſe works of theirs, the bright day of the goſpel 
ſhall declare to be a falſhood; and which the fire of 
the word will try, burn up, and conſume, tho” they 
W. themſclves ſhall be ſaved ; and therefore being utterly 
0 1 conſumed, ſhall no more appear in the world: For, 
Eighthly, When the angel ſhall defcend from hea- 
ven with great power, and the earth be lightened with 
bis glory, which will be at the fall of Babylon and ruin 
= of Antichriſt, Rev. xviii. 1, 2. ſuch will be the blaze of 
| light then given, that all Antichriſtian darkneſs ſhall 
be removed, and all works of darkneſs will be made 
manifeft and caſt off, among which infant-baptiſm is 
one ; and then the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord as the waters cover the ſea, 11. xi. g. even 
of the knowledge of the word, ways, worſhip,truths, 
and ordinances of God, and all ignorance of them va- 
niſh and diſappear ; and then the ordinance of Baptiſm, 


will appear in its former luſtre and purity, and be em- 
| braced 


1 


braced and ſubaitted to in it; and every corruption 
of it be rejected, of which infant-baptiſm is one. 

Nintbly, Whereas the ordinances of the goſpel, bap- 
tiſm and the Lord's ſupper, are to continue until the 
ſecond coming of Chriſt, or the end of the world, Matt. 
XXViii.19, 20. 1 Cor. xi. 26. and whereas there have 
been corruptions introduced into them, as they are ge- 
nerally adminiſtred, unleſs among ſome few; it is not 
reaſonable to think, that thoſe corruptions will be con- 
tinued to the ſecond coming of Chriſt, but that they 
will be removed before, even at his ſpiritual coming, 
or in his ſpiritual reign : And as with reſpect to 
tiſm particularly, there muſt be a miſtake on one ſide 
or the other, both with reſpect to ſubject and mode; 
and as this miſtake I firmly believe is on the ſide of the 
Pædobaptiſts; ſo, I as firmly believe for the reaſon 
given, that it will be removed, and infant-ſprinkling 


for the future no more uſed. 


4 
Tenthly, The Philadelphian church-ſtate, which an- 
ſwers to and includes the ſpiritual reign of Chriſt in 
his churches, is what I refer unto in the preface, as the 
time when the practice of infant-baptiſm will ceaſe 3 
in which I am confirmed, by the characters given of 
that church and the members of it ; as, that it kept 
the word of Chriſt ; that is, not only the doctrines of 
the goſpel, which will be then purely preached and 
openly profeſſed, but the ordinances of it, Baptiſm and 
the Lord's ſupper z which have been (particularly 
Baptiſm) ſadly corrupted in almoſt all the periods of 
the churches hitherto, excepting the apoſtolic one; 
but will in this period be reſtored to their priſtine pu- 
rity and glory; hence it is promiſed to this church, 
and that it repreſents, that becauſe it kept the word of 
Chriſt's patience, truly and faithfully, it ſhould be kept 
from the hour of temptation that ſhould come on all the 
earth; and is exhorted to hd faſt what ſhe had, "_ 
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desen . be tho were delivered : 
by Chriſt and his apoſtles, and al ſh held them 
in tg truth and purity of them. are the rea- 


ons why 1 believe with a firm and unſhaken faith, 
that the time is coming, and I hope will not be long, 
2 wy” 0 will be no more practiſed i in the 
war 
Since, now at This time, we are greatly and juſtly 
1 with the increaſe of popery ; in order to put 
a op to is, let us begin at home, and endeavour to 
refigye all gemains of it among ourſelves ; ſa ſhall 
with the better grace, and it ma "th hoped, with 
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